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0 Altered Unaltered a Moved Wjg Originai Site I 
I E S C R I  B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (if known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

CONDITION I (Check One) 

Exterior: The Capitol i s  roughly cruciform i n  plan being b i l a t e r a l l y  
symmetrical, with i ts major east-west axis  delineated by prostyle 
t e t r a s ty l e  porticos. The f ac t  t h a t  the  House and.. Se~te-ch-ebe-rs...-age-- 
located on the  second f loor  is  expressed on t h e  ex ter ior  by the  use of a ----- - - . ._. _. _ 
piano nobile, the m u t i o n  o f  fenestration between the second and t h i r d  
f loors ,  and the  f a c t  t h a t  only the  second f loor  windows are crowned by 
simple entablatures. This i s  kzrther enhanced by the  subt le  var ia t ion of 
the ashlar, i.e., the  use of la rger  blocks at t h e  base of the piano nobile 
and i n  t he  entablature. The eas t  and west facades a re  ident ica l  with 
centra3. pedimented porticos res t ing  on p ie rs  finished with horizontal  bands 
of rustication. The order i s  o f t h e  fully dev6loped Doric of the  Hellenic 
period, said t o  be t h a t  of t h e  Parthenon. A f u l l  entablature surrounds t h e  
building. It breaks out over t he  single-bay end pavilions which a r e  framed 
by multiple antae. There a re  three bays between the cent ra l  projection 
and each of the  end pavilfions. They a re  l e s s  elaborately t reated,  with the  
tr iglyphs,  mutales, and guttae, but not the  tenia ,  omitted from t h e  
entablature. There i s  a low hip roof which is hidden fmm view by a so l id  
parapet. From the  center of t h e  roof rises the --- o c t ~ a l 1 d r d r ~ ~  _ o f ~ t h e - d o ~ . , -  
The hemispherical copper dome r e s t s  on three plirtths of graduated heights, 
the  lowest being the  la rges t  i s  octagonal, the  two upper ones circular .  
The oculus is surrounded by a simple c i rcu lar  parapet which i s  crowned by 
an i ron band of anthemions connected by concave scallops. This fea ture  
was inspired by a similar f l o r a l  band on t h e  cornice of the Choragic 
Monument of Lysicrates, Athens. The north and south facades consist  of 
f i ve  equal bays divided by antae. The corners a re  strengthened by 
projecting antae coupled with half-antae which l i e  in the same plane with 
those in  the  intervening bays. The entablature i s  fully developed with 
tr iglyphs,  mutules, etc.  The Capitol measures approximately 160 f e e t  from 
north t o  south and ll+O f e e t  from eas t  t o  west. 

In te r ior :  The ground f loor  features  a cent ra l  c i rcu lar  lobby from which 
axi& h a l l s  bisect  the north and south wings which contain four room%- each. 
The eas t  and west wings have off-center stair hal l s  with t h e i r  pr incipal  
doors on axis  and contain one major room each. The stair i n  each wing i s  
behind a screen of f lu t ed  Ionic columns which take t h e i r  order from the  
Temple of I l i s sus ,  Athens. The lobby a t  the  in te rsec t ion  of the  four  h a l l s  
has smooth grani te  walls. Between the  axial doors are  trabeated semi- 
c i rcu lar  niches which hold busts  of famous North Carolinians, In f ront  of 
each niche there  is a round p las te r  medallion i n  the  e l l i p t i c a l  cantileverec 
cei l ing which i s  pierced by the  open w e l l  of the  rotunda above. Thisafordt  
an unbmken view of the dome from the  ground f loor .  The rnain f loo r  has a 
cent ra l  c i rcu lar  rotunda with axial doors. Those t o  the  east  and west; lead 
t o  h a l l s  each of which features  a superb e l l i p t i c a l  stair with an exposed 
s o f f i t  and a de l ica te  i ron balustrade. The rotunda has a high grani te  dado, 
The grani te  doorcases a re  qui te  plain with simple moulded sc ro l l s  supportin{ 
an unadorned entablature. The double doors have three square panels each. 
The extremely deep panels a re  surrounded by egg and dar t  moulding. The 
doors a r e  studded with four-petaled rosettes.  Above the  doors a re  four 
panels of similar design. Each por ta l  i s  flanked by antae r i s ing  f r o m  the 
top of the  dado t o  the  base of t h e  dome. In the  intervening spaces a re  
semi-circular arched niches. Above the niches and the portals a r e  recessed 

-- 



E R t O D  (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Colura&an\ 16th Century 18th Century 20th Century 

15th Century 17th Century 19th Cen.tugy 

PEC t Ft C D A T E W  (If AppEicabIe end Knowl~ j  

-- 
Abor iginat Urban P!onning 

Prehistoric Other (Specify) 

Cp Historic 

Agriculture 

a Architectwe 

C ]  Art 
Commerce itarian 

a Communications 

Conservation 

T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  -<L.2-f 

In 1832 t h e  General Assembly of North Carolina appropriated $50,000 
f o r  the  purpose of building a new Capitol t o  replace the one destroyed 
by f i r e  i n  June, 1831. W i l l i a m  Nichols, S t a t e  Architect, who had 
repaired the  old S ta t e  House, suggested tha t  the new building be la rger  
than i t s  predecessor, and t h a t  stone from a quarry in Raleigh be used 
i n  its construction. W. S. Drumrnond and Colonel Thomas Bragg, i n  charge 
of operations, engaged I t h i e l  T o y  and Alexander Jackson Davis as 
archi tects .  The cornerstone f o r  the  new Capitol building was l a i d  
on July 4 9 ---_-) 1833 by Governor David Lowry Swain, 

Because the  appropriated fwnds were exhausted with the completion 
o f  the foundation and due t o  the f a c t  t ha t  t he  S ta t e ' s  finances were 
a t  a low level ,  charges of extravagance leveled against the   commissioner^ 
Drummond and Bragg, resulted -in t h e i r  withdrawal from the constmction. 
A t  Town ' s suggestion David-. Pato>, a young arch i tec t  f rori Edinburgh, 
Scotland, was engaged t o  take charge of the construction. He arr ived 
i n  Raleigh in September, 1834, bringing sk i l l ed  stonemasons from 
Scotland and elsewhere, and supervised the cut t ing and f inishing of 
the stone. During the  years of construction, General Beverly Daniel, 
head of administration, and David Paton were frequently occupied i n  
writing various a rch i tec ts  concerning basic decisions with regard t o  the 
design of t he  building. One of t h e i r  pr incipal  correspondents was the  
a rch i tec t  W i U i a m  Strickland of Philadelphia. A t  Strickland's 
suggestion, t he  stairway original ly  planned f o r  t he  rotunda was deleted. 
Strickland also advised the  placement and t h e  number of columns t o  be 
used in the  House and Senate, and the construction of the dome of t h e  
Senate Chamber. The building was completed i n  the  spring of 1840. Since 
1963 when the  new North Carolina Legislative Building was  f i - ~ s s ' ~ ~ o c c u ~ i e d  
by the Genera3 Assembly, only the  off ices  of t h e  Governor, Secretary of 
State ,  and Treasurer remain i n  the Capitol. The ha l l s  formerly 
occupied by the  Senate and t h e  House of Representatives are preserved 
in t ac t  along with t h e i r  o r ig ina l  furnishings. 

Architecturally the  S ta t e  Capitol building is an important example 
of the  work of three outstanding nineteenth-century archi tects ,  I t h i e l  
TOWTI, Alexander Jackson Davis, and t h e i r  collaborator David Paton. 
On his v i s i t  t o  Raleigh i n  June of 1966, Walter M u i r  Whitehill, d i rector  
and l i b ra r i an  of the Boston Athenaeum, remarked t h a t  the- C a ~ j , L o _ l ~ ~ . ~ ~ s ~  .a,, 

, ,  "superb I! e m l e  __._ of -IF-. Greek. Revivdl architecture _,. _ _  , -.- ,._ . The building is an 
exceptionally f i n e  version of the s ty l e  in i%s most erudi te  and 
sophisticated form. 
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r panels, which, l i k e  the  niches, have no decoration. The 

c i rcu lar  oculus. 

The chambers of the  Senate and the House of Representatives are 
a-ull two s to r i e s  i n  height; t h e i r  ga l le r ies  are  entered f r o m  the 
t h i r d  f loo r  of the  building. The Senate Chamber in the north wing 
is roughly a Greek cross in plan with a shallow dome rest ing on 
pendentives. The ga l le r ies  behind each arch are supported by screens 
of f lu ted  Ionic columns which in te rsec t  the p ie rs  on which the 
pendentives res t .  The order i s  taken f r o m  t he  north portico of t h e  
Erechtheion. The captals have a plai ted torus  moulding between the  
volutes, t he  s p i r a l s  of the  volutes carved with intermediate f i l l e t s ,  
cushions ornamented with bead and r e e l  moulding, and the abacus t r e a t e  
with egg and dart. The neckings of the columns have anthemion bands 
outlined by bead and r e e l  moulding. The anthemion band i s  repeated 
on the antae and i s  carried around t he  room beneath the  architrave. 
Above the  ga l l e r i e s  i s  a heavy d e n t i l  cornice enriched with a band of 
plain paterae. There are  fireplaces flanking the  entrance and on the  
s ide walls of the exedra behind the  President's rostrum. They have 
simple black marble mantels. 

Thechamber of t h e  House of Representatives features  a fa1 height 
semi-circular colonnade with a straight rcsw of four  c o 1 m  behind 
the  Speaker I s  desk.  h he D-shaped seating area demarcated by the  
colonnades is reminiscent of the similar room designed by Latrobe f o r  
t he  U. S. Capitol. Both were probably inspired by ancient Greek 
thea t re  plans.) The order employing palm leaves above acanthus was 
taken from the  Horologium of Andronikos Cyrrhestes, Athens. The 
Corinthian entablature features dent i ls ,  an anthemian f r ieze ,  and egg 
and tongue m o u l h g .  Above t h i s  splendid colonnade is a shallow 
elliptica,l half  dome. Behind t he  columns, at just  above half t h e i r  
height, is the gallery.  There are four f i replaces  of similar design 
t o  those in the Senate. 

The furnishings of both houses include s tyl ized Greek ltlysmos 
chairs with 1;lannerist turnings. The chairs of the  Senate are of a 
more elaborate s t y l e  with upholstered backs and seats. The desks 
belonging t o  the Speaker and recorders of t h e  House and t o  the 
President and recorders of the  Senate a re  of patterned veneer a lso 
with turnings. The s ingle  nzember desks of the Senate employ 
so l id  vase supports res t ing  upon s c r o l l  f ee t .  

The t h i r d  f loor  i s  devoted primarily tocff ices ,  some decorated 
in t h e  Gothic Revival s tyle .  
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